Exercise S11-2 Unanswered Prayers

We often think that when our prayers are not answered in the way we would like in the time we
would like that they have gone unanswered. The truth is, when things don’t go the way we
want, it is God’s way of answering our prayers with a “no” or “not now”.

Example:

A family prayed for wisdom on purchasing a new, larger house in their neighborhood that was
listed as a foreclosure at a very low price. After prayer and meetings with their realtor, they
decided to place an offer on the house. The offer was rejected and the house sold to another
individual. Some time passed. Due to low standards of the school, poor parent participation,
and abuse and violence at that school and at the junior high zoned to their home, the family
decided to move, rather than place their daughter in a private Christian school. Again, the
family prayed. This time, their house sold quickly for cash, they found a great home in another
neighborhood, and now the daughter is in a safer elementary school. All of this was possible
because God said “no” to the first house, knowing what He had in store for the family a year
later.

In the space below, write about four experiences when your prayers were a) “unanswered” or b)
God gave you a definitive “No” and events turned out better down the road.



